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770 Epidemiology of cancer of the oesopha-
gus in Miye, Nara and Wakayama Prefecture with
special reference to the role of bracken fern:
Shunzo KAMON (Dept. Health, Miye) and Takeshi
HIRAYAMA (Nat. Can. Center Res, Inst. Tokyo).

The comparison of 97 cases of cancer of the
oesophagus and 476 controls aged 60 and older
revealed a significantly higher risk of the
disease (1) in daily intakers of hot tea gruel
(chagayu) and also (2) in daily intakers of
bracken fern. A particulary higher risk was
observed when these two factors were combined.
Daily  Occa- Rare Total

Bracken fern sional or non
Daily s 18 36 7 61
Chagayu c_ 29 132 49 210
Others s 3 16 14 36
c 28 134 104 266
Relative Daily 4,61 2,03 1.06
Risk Others 0.80 1.05 1,00

Daily  13.38 3.76 0.17

X Others 0.00  0.00 &

Other factors found significant were nutri-
tional deficiencies and cigarette smoking.

This is a cooperative study of three prefec-
tures supported by the Japan Cancer Society.
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